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[image: image4.png]If you weren’t aware that Stefano Saletti
was the founder of Novalia, whose celebrat-
ed, anthemic £bla we featured back on
fRoots 8 and remains a classic, your ears
would hear it not far into Stari Most. Track 2,
the glorious Tagama, with bouzouki, sophisti-
cated programming and the lovely vocals of
Nuklearte's Ramya, comes absolutely out of
the same mould. Piccola Banda kona is a
prime collection of people from Italy’s world
music scene, also including musicians from
Agricantus, Klezroym, Nando Citarella and
other outfits. Again, the theme is pan-
Mediterranean and the bouzouki or oud are
central textures, but here it's much more a
big, deep studio creation, a project bringing
together diverse cultures, musical roots, and
languages from Serbo-Croat to Arabic into
epic soundscapes. This kind of thing can easily
drift into the sort of synthetic fusion that rou-
tinely gets trashed in our And The Rest
columns, but when handled by writers, musi-
cians and singers with this much talent, sym-
pathy and vision, it can be pure magic. And
fot some reasons, the Italians often hit it on
the nail better than most - possibly because
they really are at the cultural crossroads, his-
torically and geographically, out there sur-
rounded by the Mediterranean
www.stefanosaletti.it, www.cnimusic.it
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