Piccola Banda Ikona 

"...writers, musicians, and singers with this much talent, sympathy and vision, it can be pure magic".
Ian Anderson - Folk Roots
A fascinating journey between the sounds and cultures of the Mediterranean sea in the research for a musical and lyrical language that unites its various populations. 

This is the idea behind the Piccola Banda Ikona, a newly group created by Stefano Saletti (leader of Novalia) that brings together some of most important musicians of italian world music like Mario Rivera (Agricantus), Barbara Eramo, Ramya (Nuklearte), Leo Cesari (Klezroym), Carlo Cossu (Nando Citarella, Acustimantico), Gabriele Coen (Klezroym), Anadi "Hagi" Mishra. 

They are working to a new Cd written in Sabir (that means “to know”), an ancient Mediterranean language who joints terms from Arabic, Italian, French and Spanish words. 

Their first cd, issued on 2005, "Stari Most" dedicated to the historical bridge in Mostar (Bosnia) that was bombed in 1993 and which has always represented a symbol of the meeting and passage between East and West

"Tagama", from the album "Stari Most" by Stefano Saletti & Piccola Banda Ikona has been included on Buddha Bar vol. VIII, the prestigious compilation by the French label George V, and on Buddha Bar Ten Years released on October 20, 2006. 

Tagama has been included also on the Folk Roots Cd (Aug/sept 2006 nos. 278/279), the famous English world music magazine. 

This is just the latest among the many successes of Stari Most, an album which has already been listed as one of the best releases of 2005 by the World Music Charts Europe, the official listing of European World Music. The album has been number 4 in the Folk Roots chart on January 2006.

Prestigious recognition for the international sounds of Stari Most and the music of the Piccola Banda Ikona, a group that brings together some of the brightest stars in Italian ethnic and world music.

The musical path of the Piccola Banda Ikona thus becomes a fascinating journey between the sounds and cultures of the Mediterranean, mixed with the atmospheres of the popular traditions of Southern Italy and Balkan, Greek and Sephardic melodies. A journey in search of a musical and lyrical language that goes beyond folkloristic stereotypes, though which is characterised by its reworking of popular music. 

Last summer The Piccola Banda Ikona performed live the show "Il dolce canto degli dei" with Giancarlo Giannini.


"Stari Most" was edited by Cni – Compagnia Nuove Indye and published on compact disc. 

Piccola Banda Ikona:

Stefano Saletti: bouzuki, oud, guitar, piano, loop, electronics
Barbara Eramo: voice, piano
Ramya: voice
Mario Rivera: bass, loop, electronics
Leo Cesari: drums, percussions
Carlo Cossu: violin
Gabriele Coen: clarinet

With

Anadi "Hagi" Mishra: percussions
Desirè Infascelli: fisarmonica 

Giuliana De Donno: harp

Amer Ben Abdel Nyoumen: darbouka

Giuseppe Tortora: cello
Contacts: www.piccolabandaikona.it - info@piccolabandaikona.it
